Diagnosis of congenital toxoplasmosis in Scotland.
During a period of 10 years (1976-1986) 853 cases of toxoplasmosis were identified serologically in the Toxoplasma Reference Laboratory in Scotland. Suspected cases of infection in pregnancy (29 cases) and of congenital infection (27 cases) were rare but ophthalmic disease was common (224 cases). In two of the congenital cases, maternal infection was identified during pregnancy. The other 25 babies were investigated because of suspected congenital infection. Toxoplasmosis was confirmed retrospectively in 11/25 babies and excluded in two of them. The other 12 cases remain unclassified. Diagnosis of infection in babies was difficult although the introduction of an IgM capture ELISA was of some help. IgM was detected by ELISA in 3/13 congenitally infected babies but by immunofluorescence tests in only one of these. In two antenatal studies, involving 16,000 women, an additional 32 women were identified whose babies might have benefited from treatment or the availability of fetoscopy for early detection of congenital infection.